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Towards Language Mediation

According to the CEFR, mediation acts as a social agent which creates bridges and helps to
convey meaning. It describes the actions of those who help when there is a communication
gap to be filled, in order to bridge the gap itself. An example of this is when two speakers who
do not know each other’s language require a third language, or a translator, to mediate their
message. We must keep in mind that, Communication is achieved through linguistic
competence: the building blocks of a language (vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation,
orthography) and requires sociolinguistic awareness and pragmatic skills such as fluency,
coherence, the ability to interact as well as awareness of other cultures.

All these elements need to be placed in a language activity executed with the aim of
communication

Language activities are categorised in the following ways:
These are language activities we do when we receive language. Usually this is by
reading, listening or watching.

These are language activities we do when we produce language. Usually this is
by speaking or writing.

Often reception and production activities are mixed together. Conversation -
where one person speaks, and the other listens, cognitively processes, and then
responds in speech, is a clear example of this. Other examples include reading
and responding to an email or posting a message on social media: the social and
cognitive processes are also essential for communication.

Unlike interaction, where new content is created in response to something that
Mediation has just been heard, read or seen, mediation is often about taking the same
content and rephrasing it to suit a different context.
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Project Presentation
The course is intended to emphasise the importance of communicative competence (cf.

Deli Hymes) as a constant communicative paradigm of language in an ever-changing
socio-cuitural perspective.

Linguistic and communicative competence, linked to the integrated development of
listening, reading, writing and speaking skills, is focused on both the learning and
enfichment of linguistic vocabulary as well as on the analysis of its implicit meaning, a
process supported by visual, auditory and kinaesthetic memory.

When learning a new word, in fact, the student not only creates an image of the word itself
(visual memory), but must be able to memorise its pronunciation {auditory merory).

The next step is to exploit the kinaesthetic memory linked to movement by copying the
lexeme in the exercise book and then checking the meaning in the dictionary.

Students are also asked to transcribe the English definition from a monolingual dictionary,
including idioms, syncnyms and verbs associated with the term being acquired.
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Presented for the first time in the 2020-2021 school year, the five-year Cambridge C.A.E.
-C1 course offers all students who have the motivation, interest, aptitude and ability the
possibility to acquire an in-depth knowledge of the language being studied, progressively
and systematically. The aim is to improve their reading, writing, speaking and listening
skills, which contribute to the enhancement of specific and sector-specific skills at hand
in both academic and professionat spheres with European perspectives. The course
includes a rather broad programme with an in-depth study of both the natural world and
global social aspects, of the language in all its authenticity. The project invoives the
inclusion of an additional subject, Language & Communication, in the class document,
with a 90' module lesson, in the morning hours for the first two classes of the two-year
course, every week.

The three-year classes study the subject during school hours, Module 5, from 14.00 to
15.30, and absences are recorded in the class register.

Lessons are taught by the ordinary teacher in charge of the course and take place in the
Multimedia Laboratory. Attendance is compulsory, both for assessment purposes and
for the purpose of obtaining the language certificate.

in addition to the three curricular hours of English language teaching, there are also 90' of
Language & Communication for a total of 4 hours and 30' per week.

From Year 1, each class is divided into two groups, and the students meet with the mother
tongue teachers for conversation classes and soft-skiffs practice for the preparation of
certification of the expected level. Classes are held every week, from 14.00 to 15.30, apart
from first and second year, which are held in the morning. During these classes, a complex
view of English-speaking culture, and are encouraged to engage in intercultural dialogue
aimed at the gradual development of listening and speaking techniques, fostering greater
and more confident fluency of expression in L2 English.

Attendance is compuisory as the assessment obtained in the tests characterising the
specific language training contributes to the profit. The pathway also provides assessmernt
in language practice activities to monitor their ability. Students are therefore engaged in
language study for six hours per week. A characteristic of this curricuium is the ability to
take and pass the Certification Examinations at the end of each of the levels envisaged in
the project, with an on-site Cambridge Commission. In the event of failure to pass the
required tevel, students have one examination session available, choosing the Cambridge
venue most suitable to them while remaining within the class group.

Aim to set up a Curricular Cambridge Language Certificate Course.
The certification obtained is recognised by many British, American, Canadian and
Australian universities as proof of English language proficiency at Level C1 of the Common
European Framework of Reference. A contribution of Euro 350.00 for each of the years of
the course is expected from the families of the students interested in the course. The Project
application fee includes the teaching hours for Language & Communication, in the morning
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of-course certification examinations.

hours, equal to an hourly module of 90, in addition to the hours envisaged for the Liceo
Scientifico Ordinamentale and the 90’ hours taught by English mother-tongue teachers, in the
afternoon, {hourty cost € 41.00) on a mono-weekly basis, for specific preparation of the end-
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the Collegiate Bodies

and communication.

and enable mediation.

DESCRIPTION OF THE OPERATIONAL PHASES OF THE PROJECT
The following items must be filled in in detail in order for the project to be scrutinised by

One of the objectives of the course is to ensure quality inclusive education for the
modern learner, who is able to use language not only to communicate a message, but
above all to develop an idea through what is called ‘putting in language’, to discuss an
idea and express one's thoughts, languaging, in English, to facilitate both understanding

Class activities are activated in small groups to perform collaborative tasks, so that
students can share different inputs, explain them and work together to achieve a goal

Competenza linguistica
[ | | |
Sapere Linguistica Ricezione Ricezione
I
Saper fare Sociolinguistica Produzione Produzione
Saper essere Pragmatica Interazione Interazione
Saper apprendere

With regard to Mediation, common to all three phases of the course, the students:

C1 - They are able to act effectively as a mediator, ensuring that the interaction remains positive,
interpreting different perspectives, managing ambiguities, anticipating misunderstandings and
intervening diplomatically to redirect the discussion.They are also able to broaden different
contributions to a discussion, stimulating reasoning with a series of questions as well as
conveying the significant ideas of long and complex texts, fluently, whether or not inherent to
his/her field of interest, including evaluative aspects and most nuances.
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The fee also includes:

Graded Reading in Language B1 - C1

Texts for Language & Communication subject - Cambridge

Texts for the course with mother tongue teachers - Cambridge

Other printed and online materials

Registration of students for certification exams by the Cambridge Language Centre in
Genzano

Registration of students for certification examinations is catried out through the
Authorised Centre IT293 - Accademia Britannica Latina.

e Scholarship for students.

Organisation

Year 1 - P.E.T. Certification Exam B1

3~ Year - F.C.E. Certification Exam B2 December

5% Year - C.A.E. C1 Certification

If the required level is not achieved, students have additional exam sessions available
and may independently choose the Cambridge test centre that is most convenient for
them in order to remain within their class group.

Possession of the Cambridge Certification is a requirement to attend Section A,
Specifically, the PET B1 certification is required to enter the third year, and the FIRST B2
certification is required to enter the fifth year.

Without a Cambridge language certification, students will not be able to attend Section A
and will be placed in other sections of our school.

OUTCOME OBJECTIVES

Achievement

CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH C.A.E. CERTIFICATION - LEVEL C1

e Understand fong speech even if it is not clearly structured and relationships are not
signalled but remain impficit.

e Understand television programmes and films.

e Understand long and complex literary and informative texts and appreciate differences
in style.

o Express thernselves fluently and spontaneously

e Use language flexibly and effectively in social and professional refationships.

e Formulate ideas and opinions precisely and be able to connect personal statements
with those of other interlocutors.

e Present clear and articulate descriptions of complex topics, integrating sublopics,
developing specific points and appropriate conclusions.

o Write clear and weli-structured texts, developing one's own point of view analytically.

e Write letters, essays and reports setting out complex arguments, highlighting salient
points.
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Choose the register and style appropriate to the readers addressed.
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B1 -They can

+ Cooperate with people from different backgrounds, showing interest by asking and answering
simple guestions, formulating and accepting proposals, asking for agreement/disagreement and
suggesting alternative approaches

+ convey the main peints on topics of personal interest,

- Convey information in clear and structured informational texts on familiar, personal or topical
subjects.

At the end of each level achieved, the student can:

B1 THRESHOLD OR INTERMEDIATE:

e Understand the key points of a discourse on familiar topics related to work, school,
feisure, etc.

o Cope with the most common situations likely to arise when travelling in an area where
the language is spoken.

e Produce simple texts on familiar topics or topics of personal interest.

e Describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes and ambitions, briefly state reasons
and give explanations for opinions and plans.

B2 VANTAGE OR UPER-INTERMEDIATE:

e Understand the key topics of a complex text on both concrete and abstract topics,
including technical discussions in their field.

e Express themselves with fluency and spontaneity, using language flexibly and
effectively for social, professional and academic purposes.

® Produce clear, detailed text on a range of topics and express an opinion on a topical
issue, indicating the advantages and disadvantages of various options.

C1 EFFECTIVE OPERATIONAL PROFICIENCY OR ADVANCED:

e Understand a wide range of long and demanding texts and recognise nuances of
implied meaning

® Express ideas spontaneously and fluently without difficulty in the use of expressions.

Use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic and professional purposes.

e Produce clear, well-structured and detailed texts on complex topics, showing
competence in the use of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive elements.

L

Methods:

e Use of strategies that foster learners' acquisition of Advanced Fluency - Continuous
language development, which requires learners to know most of the vocabulary of the
content area.

It is an outcome of cognitive academic language proficiency in the target language.

Learners' ability must approach the level of a NATIVE SPEAKER.

INTERNAL STAFF - Permanent English Teacher
Name:
& Francesca Gargioli
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Teachers & teaching activities:

Subject: Language & Communication
Permanent Teacher of English Language and Culture and L&C: Francesca Gargioli
e Class 17A Cambridge C1
e C(lass 2*A Cambridge C1
e Class 3"A Cambridge C1
e Class 4*A Cambridge C1

English Mother Tongue Teacher: Sandra Gomes
+ Class 4"A Cambridge C1 - 2 corsi - C.A.E. - 1st Year
e Class 5*A Cambridge C1 - 2 corsi - FIRST - B2 - 2nd Year

English Mother Tongue Teacher: Helen Kroken, Sandra Gomes, Daniela Pallocca
e Class: 27°A Cambridge C1 - 2 corsi - FIRST - B2 - 1st Year
e Class: 3*A Cambridge C1 - 2 corsi - FIRST - B2 - 2st Year

English Mother Tongue Teacher: Daniela Paflocca, Sandra Gomes
+ Class Cambridge C1 - 2 corsi - P.E.T. - B1

General and administrative services director
Mr. Roberta Alformare

Laboratory technical assistant
Mrs. Giulia Placentino

Janitor: 1-2q units identified by the high school

EXTERNAL STAFF - ENGLISH mother tongue teachers: 3
Names:

e Sandra Gomes

o Natalie Claire Salma

s Helen Kroken

* OFFICIAL ACQUISITION OF THE CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH ASSESSMENT LOGO
“* RECOGNITION OF THE HIGH SCHOOL AS AN EXAMINATION CENTRE FOR THE

CAMBRIDGE CERTIFICATIONS.
*1*. CAMBRIDGE COMMITTEE AT THE HEADQUARTERS for scheduled examination

sessions;

*3*. MOTHER TONGUE LANGUAGE TEACHERS for fistening, reading, writing and
speaking activities in the afternoon, every week for each of the two groups of students, in
each class.

MATERIALS: TYPE

MULTIMEDIA LABORATORY

LOCKERS: 1

INTERACTIVE MULTIMEDIA WHITEBOARD
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PRINTER

A4-SIZE PRINTER PAPER

EXTERNAL HARD DISK for outdoor activities

Text Books

- Open World italian Edition B1 Preliminary - Student’s Book and Workbook - Cambridge
- Open World Htalian Edition B2 FIRST Student’s Book and Workbook - Cambridge

- Open World Halian Edition C1 Advanced Student’s Book and Workbook - Cambridge

The following materials are included in the participation fee, depending on the levei to be achieved
and the class attended

B1 Preliminary for Schools Trainer 2 - Cambridge

Compact Prep For Schools - Cambridge

Complete First for Schools - Cambridge

Cambridge English B2 - First for Schools 5 - Cambridge
82 First for Schools Trainer - Cambridge

Complete Advanced - Cambridge

Cambridge English Advanced 4 - Cambridge

G1 Advanced Trainer 2 - Cambridge

The Eighth Sister - Victoria Heward - B1.1 - Black Cat
Romeo and Juliet - William Shakespeare ~ B2.2 -Black Cat
Beowuif - adattamento di Robert Hilt - B2. 1 - Black Cat
The Canterbury Tales - Geoffrey Chaucer - B2.1 - Black Cat
Pride and Prejudice- Jane Austen - B2.2 - Black Cat

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and other stories - Robert Louis Stevenson
- Black Cat

TIMETABLE FOR IMPLEMENTATION

The project has the following time structure:

First two years

e A 90' modute in the morning timetable in addition to what is foreseen by the regulations for
Language & Communication, taught by the teacher, for a total of 4 hours and 30’ per week;

e A 90' module in the morings, 12.40-14.10, with a mother tongue teacher for specific
preparation for the certification exams. The total weekly timetable for the first two classes is
therefore six hours per week.

Second Two Years and Fifth Year:

e A 90° module in the afternoon, 14.00-15.30, for the teaching of Language & Communication,
taught by the main teacher for a total of 4 hours and 30' per week;

e A 90-minute module in the afternoon on 14.10. to 15.40 with a mother tongue teacher for
specific preparation for the certification exams. The weekly timetable for the second twe-year
period and the fifth class is therefore six hours per week.

FINAL PRODUCT
ACHIEVEMENT OF CAMBRIDGE C.A.E. CERTIFICATION - C1 LEVEL
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MONITORING-VERIFICATION-EVALUATION

&) report by the Project Manager, in which the leve! of achievement of the objectives will be made
explicit;

b) verification, monitoring and evaluation activities in collegiai forums as provided for in the P.T.O.F.
In any case, the activity performed must conform to the specifications contained in this form. The
achievement of the objectives, when not more specifically detailed, consists in the efficient and
effective organisation of the project, also in relation to the requests of the users.

SIGNATURE OF THE PROJECT CONTACT

franceaca W&@

Francesca Gargioli

Project included in the P.T.O.F. BY THE TEACHERS' COLLEGE by resolution of
21 Ottobre 2019 delibera n.2 verbale n.3

IL DIRIGENTE SCOLASTICO
{prof.ssa Donatella Savastano)

@b@:@& Km

This Memorandum shall enter into force on the date of signature.

This Memorandum may be modified at any time by mutual written agreement of the Parties.
This Memorandum shall remain in force until terminated by either Party by wriften notice of at
least 90 days, coinciding with the period of educational suspension, in the summertime.

Signed at Genzano di Roma on and at Latina on
Accademia Britannica Latina Liceo Scientifico Statale Giovanni
Vailati Via Bruxelles 55 Via Achille Grandi, 146
04100 Latina Genzano di Roma
Director Il Dirigente Scolastico
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Conchita Ricchi

Prof.ssa Donatella Savastano
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